CHAPTER XXV

FORWARD STEPS

MY return to the work after serving in France was em-
bittered by a violent attack made upon me in a St. John's
paper. It was called forth by a report of a lecture in
Montreal where I had addressed the Canadian Club.
The meeting was organized by Newfoundlanders at the
Ritz Carlton Hotel, and the fact that a large number
from the Colony were present and moved the vote of
thanks at the end should have been sufficient guarantee
of the bona fides of my statements. But the over-enthu-
siastic account of a reporter who unfortunately was not
present gave my critics the chance for which they were
looking. It was at a time when any criticism whatever
of a country that was responding so generously to the
homeland's call for help would have been impolitic,
even if true. It subsequently proved one factor, however,
in obtaining the commission of inquiry from the Govern-
ment, and so far was really a blessing to our work. In
retrospect it is easy to see that all things work together
for good, but at the time, oddly enough, even if such
reports are absolutely false, they hurt more than the
point of a good steel knife. Anonymous letters, on the
contrary, with which form of con *spondence I have
a bowing acquaintance, only disturb the waste-paper
basket.

The Governor, the representatives of our Council, the
Honourable Robert Watson and the Honourable W. C.
Job, and my many other fast friends, however, soon
made it possible for me to forget the matter. If protest
breeds opposition, it in turn begets apposition, and a-station there a day
